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 Penguasaan vocabulary pada anak-anak merupakan aspek kunci dalam 

perkembangan bahasa yang dipengaruhi oleh lingkungan sosial. Materi ini 

menganalisis pengaruh keluarga, teman sebaya, dan lingkungan pendidikn 
formal terhadap penguasaan vocabulary anak melalui contoh kasus dan 

strategi efektif. Peran keluarga dalam membentuk dasar bahasa anak, 

interaksi positif dengan teman sebaya, dan penerapan proyek berbasis 

vocabulary di lingkungan pendidikan formal merupakan fokus utama. 
Strategi efektif, seperti kegiatan keluarga berbasis vocabulary, 

mempromosikan interaksi sosial, dan kolaborasi dengan lingkungan 

pendidikan, ditekankan untuk meningkatkan penguasaan vocabulary anak. 

Kesimpulan menegaskan pentingnya memahami dan 
mengimplementasikan faktor-faktor ini dalam menciptakan lingkungan 

yang mendukung perkembangan alat bahasa. 

 

 ABSTRACT  

 Vocabulary mastery in children is a key aspect in language development, 

which is influenced by the social environment. This material analyzes the 

influence offamily, peers, and the formal education environment on 

children’s vocabulary mastery through case examples and effective 
strategies. The role of the family in forming children’s language 

foundations, positive interactions with peers, and implementing 

vocabulary-based project in formal education environments in the main 

focus. Effective strategies, such as vocabulary-based family activities, 
promoting social interaction, and collaboration with the educational 

environment, are emphasized to improve children’s vocabulary mastery. 

The conclusion emphasizes to importance of understanding and 

implementing these factors in creating an environment that supports 
children’s language development.  

This is an open access article under the CC BY-NC license. 
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1. INTRODUCTION 

 

The importanceof mastering vocabulary during early development cannot be underestimated. The 

acquisition of vocabulary in children has a significant impact on their language development and 

communication skills.This ability not only influences communication skills everyday but also has profound 

implications for the development of reading, writing, and language comprehension.  

In this contex, the socialenvironmnet, both within the family and interactions with the outside world, 

becomes acrucialfocus of research. The family environment plays a primary role as the first setting where 

children build their language skills. Daily interactions with parents and other family members play a crucial 
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role in introduction and reinforcing a child’s vocabulary. Besides the family, the peer group environment and 

formal education at school also contribute to the language and vocabulary development of children. 

Analyzing the influence at the social environment on the mastery of vocabulary in children is an important 

study to delve deeper into how interactions with parents, peers, and the environment can shape language 

abilities in early development stages. 

The early childhood period is a critical phase in laying the foundations of language. During this stage, 

children not only learn new words but also develop their understanding of language structures. The social 

background in which achild grows and develops, including family, school, and the sorrounding environment, 

plays a central role in shaping vocabulary mastery. Previuos studies, such as researchby Hart and Risley 

(1995), have highlighetd significant differences can affect language development. 

The importance of the social environments is particularly evident in how a child’s interactions with 

family members and peers play a role in enriching vocabulary. For example, research by Hoff (2003) 

indicates that family socioeconomic status can influence early vocabulary development through the influence 

of material speech. Therefore, a profound understanding of how the social environment contributes to the 

mastery of vocabulary in children can provide a solid foundation for designing more effective educational 

interventions. 

This research is highly relevant, especially in the context of children’s education development. 

Understanding the influence of the social environment on vocabulary mastery can aid in the development of 

curricula that are more responsive to the needs of children from various social and economic backgrounds. 

This relevance becomes even more crucial considering that differences in social environments can create 

early disparaties in children’s language abilities, which can subsequently impact academic difficulties in the 

future. 

Firthermore, awareness of environmental factors influencing vocabulary mastery can assist parents, 

teachers, and policymarkers in designing more effective intervention programs. These efforts may include 

involving parents in enchancing language interactions with their children and developing education programs 

that support children from lower economic background. 

The aim of the research is to conduct an in-depth analysis of how the social environment of children 

can influence vocabulary mastery in their early development stages. Specifically, this research will explore 

the role of interactions with parents, peers, and the environment in shaping and enriching the vocabulary of 

children. With a better understanding of the factors influencing vocabulary mastery, it is hoped that this 

research can contribute to the development of more targeted and effective educational strategies. 

While the introduction provide a comprehensive overview of the importance of vocabulary mastery in 

early childhood and acknowledges previous studies by Hart and Risley (1995) and Hoff (2003), there is an 

identified gap in the existing research literature that this study aims to address. 

Previous research has highlighted the general influence of the social environment on vocabulary 

mastery, but a more detailed exploration of specific social interaction dynamics within the family and with 

peers is needed. Given the aforementioned background, the researcher conducts this study.        

 

 

2. RESEARCH METHOD 

 

In this research, I employed the literature review method. The literature review research method is a 

systematic approach that allows researchers to understand and synthesize knowledge developed in scientific 

literature. In this context, this article will explain the research method using a literature review br detailing a 

systematic approach to gaining a profound understanding of a particular topic.  

 

Setting Research Objectives 

  The first step in the literature review research method is clearly defining research objectives. These 

objectives guides literature selection, focus on analysis, and the synthesis of findings. For instance, if the 

research goal is to understand recent developments in artificial intelligence, the search and analysis focus will 

be directed toward literature most relevant to those developments. 

 

Literature Search Strategy 

The literature search strategy plays a key role in finding literature relevant to the research objectives. 

Using appropriate keywords and selecting relevant databases ensures a comprehensive search result. For 

example, using databases like PubMed for medical literature or IEE Explore for technology literature can 

enchance the relevance of search results. 

 

 



JMENDIKKOM ISSN 3046-5893 (Online)  

Susiani, Analysis Of The Influence Of The Social Environment On Vocabulary Mastery In… 

11 

Selection Criteria and Literature Selection 

After compiling a list of literature, the next stage involves the selection criteria and literature selection. 

Inclusion criteria, such as topic relevance, research methods, and literature novelty, are used to narrow down 

choices. Carefull literature selection ensures that the references used contribute significantly to the 

understanding of the topic. 

 

Literature Analysis 

Literature analysisinvolves a through evaluation of each selected reference. Researchers assess research 

methodologies, key findings, and arguments presented by authors. A profound understanding of each 

reference helps identify weakness, strenghts, and the unique contributions, of each piece of literature. For 

instance, Tranfield et al’s (2003) literature review emphasizes the importance of openness and critical 

reflection in literature used and consider potential biases.   

 

Synthesis of Findings 

Synthesis of findings is a crucial stage in the literature review research method. Researchers integrate 

findings from various piece of literature to form a cohesive conceptual framework, A well-executed synthesis 

helps identify pattern, consistency, or even contradictions among different literature findings. As a reference, 

Cooper’s (1998) literature review provides guidance on synthesizing literature by considering various 

approaches. This study highlights the importance of systematic synthesis to achieve a comprehensive 

understanding of the research topic. 

 

Writing the Literature Review Report 

The last step in the literature review research method is drafting the reserach report. This report includes 

a clear introduction, research objectives, literature review methodology, key findings, and conclusions. Using 

referenced literature throughout the writing process ensure the accuracy and credibility of the presented 

information. As an example, the practical guide by Petticrew and Roberts (2006) on writing systematic 

literature reviews can offer good direction in composing a literature review research report. They emphasize 

the importance of detailing search, selection, and analysis step to ensure the overall reports is an accurate 

representation of the research.     

 

 

3. RESULT AND DISCUSSION 

 

A child’s mastery of vocabulary is influenced by the invironment, where family, peers, and 

experiences in eductional settings play a key role in the development of child’s language. An environment 

rich in words and verbal interactions can provide a crucial foundation for the child’s language development. 

  

The Role of the Social Environment in Children’s Vocabulary Mastery 

Family Role 

 The family plays a primary role in shaping a child’s mastery of vocabulary because parents and family 

member serve as role models in introducing and enriching the child’s vocabulary. Here are the example of 

positive impacts of family interaction : 

a. Shared Reading 

Engaging in reading activities with children at home provides an opportunity to introduce new 

words and expand the child’s vocabulary. 

b. Interactive Dialogue 

Actively talking with children, responding to their questions, and providing expanations help them 

understand the context of word usage.  

 

Influence of Peers 

 Interaction with peers also influences a child’s vocabulary mastery. Examples of how peers contribute 

include : 

a. Role Playing :  

Engaging in role-playing or interacting in group games helps children use and understand words in 

different situations. 

b. Group Discussions:  

Peer discussions can introduce new words and teach how to use them in conversations. 
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Formal Educational Environment 

 The formal educational environment, such as school, also plays a crucial role in a child’s vocabulary 

mastery. Examples of effective strategies include : 

a. Vocabulary-Based Learning Projects 

Integrating vocabulary-based learning projects into the curriculum can strengthen the connection 

between words and concepts. 

b. Use of Literacy in the Classroom 

Teachers can use strorybooks and other literacy materials to introduce new vocabulary and stimulate 

discussions.   

 

Effective Ways to Improve Children’s Vocabulary Mastery in the Social Environment 

a. Growth of Vocabulary through Daily Activities 

Everyday activities such as shopping, cooking, or playing can be opportunities to speak and 

stimulating active conversations can help enhance vocabulary mastery. (Hart & Risley, 1995).   

b. Playful and Creative Activities 

Playing board games or engaging in creative activities like coloring can be a fun and effective way 

to expand vocabulary. 

c. Use of Educational Technology 

Interactive educational applications or television programs can support children’s vocabulary 

learning in engaging ways. (Dickinson et al., 2010)  

d. Introducing Books and Literature 

Providing aesy access to age-appropriate books and literature can stimulate children’s interest in 

new words and enhance vocabulary mastery. (Hart & Risley, 1995) 

  

Factors Hindering Children’s Vocabulary Mastery  in the Social Environment 

Children’s vocabulary mastery can be influenced by several factors in the social environment. Here 

are some factors that can hinder children’s vocabulary mastery along with relevant refernces : 

a. Lack of Linguistic Stimulation 

Children need an environment that provides linguistics stimulation through vocabulary-rich 

conversations (Hart& Risley, 1995). 

b. Limited Interaction with Others 

Children limited in interacting with others may experience constraints in acquiring new vocabulary 

from everyday conversations (Hoff, 2006). 

c. Low Family Economic Status 

Families with low economic status may have limited access to books and educationall resources, 

restricting children’s exposure to a broader vocabulary (McLoyd, 1998). 

d. Lack of Access to Reading Materials 

Children without adequate access to books and reading materilas may face obstacles in developing 

their vocabulary (Neuman & Celano, 2001).  

e. Lack of Encouragement to Speak 

An environment where children feel less encouranged to speak or participate in conversations can 

affect their vocabulary mastery (Snow & Beals, 2006).  

f. Excessive Use of Technology 

Children excessively exposed to technology without proper guidance may experience limitations in 

vocabulary development (Zimmerman &Christakis, 2007). 

  

Measuring the Level of Vocabulary Mastery in Children Influenced by the Social Environment 

Measuring the level of vocabulary mastery in children influenced by the social environment can be 

done through various methods. Here are some common ways to measure children’s vocabulary mastery. 

a. Vocabulary Proficiency Tests 

Using written or oral tests to measure a child’s vocabulary at a spesificlevel (Dunn & Dunn, 2007).  

b. Conversation Analysis 

Observing and analyzing a child’s conversations in various context to assess their vocabulary usage 

(Huttenlocher et al., 2002). 

c. Reading Frequency Measurement 

Evaluating the extent to which a child engages in reading activities that reflect their exposure to new 

vocabulary (Senechal et al., 2002). 
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d. Educational Interventions 

Implementing educational interventions or programs designed to enhance children’s mastery of 

vocabulary and measuring their progress (Biemiller et al., 2006). 

e. Behavioral Observation During Play Activities 

Observing children’s behavior and conversations during play activities to assess the vocabulary they 

used (Dickison et al., 2001). 

f. Questionnaire or Interview with Parents 

Gathering information from parents or caregivers through a questionnaire or interview to assess the 

extent to which a child usus vocabulary in everyday contexts (Rescorla et al., 2001). 

g. Measurement Through Language Games 

Using language games or creative activities to observe how well a child can apply vocabulary in 

enjoyable and interactive situations (Wasik et al., 2001). 

h. Self-Monitoring of Literacy 

Encouraging children to record new words they learn and use them in a journal or personal notes 

(Kim, 2012).  

i. Monitoring Digital Activities 

Analyzing the use of educational apps or digital activities that involve vocabulary development in 

children (Justice et al., 202) 

j. Spoken Competence Test 

Involving children in communicative situations to evaluate their understanding and use of 

vocabulary in real-life contexts (Pan et al., 2005). It is important to use a combination of the above 

methods and adapt them according to the needs and characteristcs of spesific children. As a note, it 

is always crucial to understand that measuring children’s vocabulary mastery should be holistic and 

involve contextual observation to provide a comprehensive picture of their language abilities. 

 

Measuring the Proficiency Level of Vocabulary in Children Influenced by the Social Environment 

a. Speech and Language Skils Test 

Speech skills tests such as the Reynell Developmental Language Scales (RDLS) or Preschool 

Language Scales (PLS) can be adapted to measure vocabulary mastery in children with various 

types of disabilities. These tests cover various language aspects, including comprehension, 

production, and vocabulary usage. Examples of tests such as Reynell Developmental Language 

Scales  (RDLS) or Preschool Language Scales (PLS) that have been adapted for various types of 

disabilities ( Conti-Ramsden, Botting, & Faragher, 2001; Zimmerman, Steiner, & Pond, 2002).  

b. Comunication Development Inventory (CDI) 

Using CDI to obtain information from parents or caregivers about the communication development 

of children with disabilities. The CDI can be adapted to obtain information from parents or 

caregivers about the communications development of children with disablities. This questionnaire 

can be expanded or customized to include alternative communication methods that the child may use 

(Mangeot et al., 2011). 

c. Language and Communication Development Scores 

Applying assessment that measure language and communication development score in children with 

disabilities. This method involves using assessments that can measure language and communication 

development scores in children with disabilities. The assessment may cover aspects such as syntax, 

morphology, and vocabulary comprehension (Bishop, D.V. 2003).  

d. Practical Assessment in the Context of Daily Activities 

Observing and assessing a child’s ability to use vocabulary in real-life situations and their everyday 

activities. Involves direct observation and asssessment of a child’s ability to use vocabulary in real-

life situations and their everyday activities. This may include using words in vatoius contexts and 

introducing vocabulary relevant to the child’s life (Norrelgen et al, 2015).  

e. Observation of Social Interaction 

Conducting observations of social interactions in children with disabilities to assess the use of 

vocabulary in communicative situations. Involves observing the social interaction of children with 

disabilities to assess the use of vocabulary in communication situations. The focus of observation 

may include the child’s ability to participate in conversations, convey ideas, or respond to questions 

(Erikson et al., 2012) 

 

It is important to note that each method should be tailored to the needs and types of disabilities the 

child may have. Collaboration with health and special education expert will help design the most relevant and 

effective approach based on the child’s spesific conditions. Measuring the vocabulary proficiency of children 
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with disabilities requires an adaptive approach, including speech skills tests, CDI, and practical assessments. 

The importance of these measurements lies in creating appropriate interventions and supportive learning 

environments. Collaboration with a multidisciplinary team is key to designing an effective approach tailored 

to the unique needs of the child. Overall, measurement methods should be responsive, inclusive close 

cooperation.  

 

 

4. CONCLUSION 

 

Influence of Social Environment on Vocabulary Mastery. 

a. A child’s vocabulary mastery is significantly shaped by the social environment, including family, 

peers, and educational settings. 

b. An environment rich in words and verbal interactions lays a crucial foundation for language 

development. 

 

Role of the Social Environment in Vocabulary Mastery 

a. Family Role 

Parents and family membersserve as primary role models in introducing and enriching  child’s 

vocabulary and positive impacts include shared reading and interactive dialogue. 

b. Influence of Peers 

Peer interactions contribute to vocabulary mastery through role-playing and group discussions. 

c. Formal Educational Environment 

Schools play a crucial role, with strategies like vocabulary-based projects and the use of literacy 

materials. 

d. Effective Ways to Improve Vocabulary Mastery 

Vocabulary growth through daily activities, encouraging active conversations, playful and creative 

activities, using educational technology, and introducing books and literature. 

e. Factors Hindering Vocabulary Mastery 

Factors include a lack of linguistic stimulation, limited interaction with others, low familyeconomic 

status, lack of access to reading materials, lack of encouragement to speak and excessive use of 

technology. 

f. Measuring Vocabulary Mastery 

Various methods, such as proficiency tests, conversation analysis, reading frequency measurement, 

educational interventions, behavioral observation during play, questionnaire or interviews with 

parents, measurement through language games, self-monitoring of literacy, monitoring digital 

activities, and spoken competence tests. Tailoring methods to individual needs is crucial, and 

collaboration with expert recommended. 

g. Measuring Vocabulary Proficiency in Children with Disabilities 

Adapted methods like speech and language skills tests, communication development inventory, 

language andcommunication development scores, ractical assesment in daily activities and 

observation of social interaction. Collaboration with experts is essential for designing effective 

approaches tailored to the specific conditions of children with disabilities.  
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